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Presents 
Our 40th Production 

 

Cinderella 
 

Little Hallingbury Village Hall  
Thursday 30th January – 7.30pm 

Friday 31st January – 7.30pm 
Saturday 1st February – 2.00pm 
Saturday 1st February – 7.30pm 

 
£10 / £8 concessions 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Office: 
thelittleboxoffice.com/ 

hallingburypanto 
 



The Calendar   -   November 2024

3 Fourth Sunday before Advent

 9.00 St John, Bush End Matins  (16620

10.30
St. Mary, Little Hallingbury
St Mary, Sheering
St Mary, Hatfield Bd Oak

Morning Worship
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

10 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

  9.00 St John, Bush End Remembrance Service

10.00 Holy Trinity, Hatfield Heath Remembrance Service

10.50

St Giles’, Great Hallingbury
St Mary, Sheering
St Mary, Hatfield Bd Oak
St Mary - Little Hallingbury
Hatfield Heath

Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
War Memorial Service 

17 Second Sunday before Advent

10.30
St Mary, Little Hallingbury
St Mary, Sheering
St. Mary, Hatfield Bd Oak

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

6.30 
pm Holy Trinity, Hatfield Heath Evensong (1662) 

24 CHRIST THE KING

 9.00 St John, Bush End Holy Communion 
(1662)

10.30
St Giles’, Great Hallingbury
Holy Trinity, Hatfield Heath
St Mary, Sheering

Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Worship



Our pattern of worship is currently subject 
to review and alteration.  

Please do check the Six Villages website 
for the most up to date details of when 

and where services are taking place.

www.thesixvillages.org



A Year Book of Saints: November:  
Isaac Watts
The Church of England commemorates many of the same saints 
as in the Roman Catholic Calendar, but also commemorates many 
notable (often post-Reformation) Christians.   On 25th November 
the Church of England commemorates Isaac Watts (1674-1748)                       

Isaac Watts (17 July 1674 – 25 November 1748) was an English pastor, 
preacher, poet, and hymn writer.   He is often called the Father of 
English Hymnody: he was the first popular English hymn writer.   He 
wrote about 600 hymns including When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross and Joy to the World.   Many of his hymns remain in use 
today and have been translated into numerous languages.   His 
hymn composition heralded a revolution in church worship.   He 
is said to have complained to his father about the monotony of 
church music which, at the time, was mostly singing psalms that, 
for Watts, did not always express the joy of worship.   His father 
challenged him to do better: hence the numerous hymns, which 
he wrote. 

Isaac Watts was born in Southampton in 1674 and was brought up 
in the home of a committed religious nonconformist: his father was 
imprisoned twice for his views.   Isaac had a classical education 
at King Edward VI School in Southampton, learning Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew. 

Isaac could not attend Oxford or Cambridge because he was a 
nonconformist and these universities were restricted to Anglicans, 
as were government positions at the time.   Instead he studied 
at the Dissenting Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690.   Much of 
the remainder of his life centred on that village which is now part 
of Inner London.   Following his education, Isaac Watts became 
pastor of a large independent chapel in London, Mark Lane 
Congregational Chapel, where he helped train preachers despite 
his poor health. 

Watts took work as a private tutor and lived with the nonconformist 
Hartopp family at Fleetwood House on Church Street in  Stoke 



Newington.   Through them, he became acquainted with their 
immediate neighbours, Sir Thomas Abney and Lady Mary.   Because 
of a breakdown in his health, in 1712 Isaac went to stay in the 
Abney household, intending to stay for only one week.   He 
eventually lived for a total of 36 years in the Abney household 
until his death on 25th November 1748. 

Watts wrote educational books on geography, astronomy, grammar, 
and  philosophy which were widely used throughout the 18th 
century.   He is now best known, however, for his hymns.   One of 
these, O God Our Help in Ages Past, is often sung this month on 
Remembrance Sunday.

Heather and Philip Hays

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)



St. Giles’ Church 100 Club
October 2024

The draw took place on 27th October

The winners were:

No. 86		  Sally Stuebler			   £30.00

No. 47		  Rhea Bloomfield		  £20.00

No. 10		  Pauline Beaumont		  £17.50
The prize money is 50% of the membership fees taken in October.   
The remaining 50% will be used to help maintain the fabric of our 

beautiful and historic village church.

We had 135 tickets in the 100 Club Draw for 
October.

Thank you for your support.

If you are interested in joining The 100 Club, please contact 
Heather Hays or Philip Hays for further details.

Tel:  01279 651851     e-mail:   philipandheatherhays@googlemail.com



Edward Bear Club                                                                                 
a baby / toddler group, has re-started                                                            

for the Autumn Term. 
                                                                         

It meets on Tuesdays in term time                                                             
in St. Mary’s Church, Little Hallingbury                                                 

from 10 am to 11.30 am.
Nursery rhyme time, stories and craft corner.
Most importantly, this is a time for children to 

play together and for parents and carers to enjoy 
a cuppa and a chat.

We are a friendly welcoming bunch,                                                                            
so please come along and join us.

There is no charge, although any contributions                                           
to the church collection would be very welcome



The Rainbow Club
is a club for people living 

on their own in the Hallingburys.  
It meets                                                                                                    

on the last Friday of the month.

Our next meeting will be on                                           
29th November at the Cock Inn, Sheering                                

at 12.30 pm.
 

For further information and to book, 
please contact Amanda 

(Tel: 01279 504669).



Church Letter
November 2024

It is with great joy that I greet you as your 
new Priest in Charge at St Giles, Great 
Hallingbury.   I had a wonderful licensing 
service in St Mary’s Hatfield Broad Oak 
on 23rd September and have taken up my 
post as Priest in Charge of no less that 
six Villages: Great Hallingbury, Little Hallingbury, Hatfield Broad 
Oak, Bush End, Hatfield Heath and Sheering.

I have not moved far.   I was serving my Curacy in Harlow at St 
Stephen’s Church and living in Loughton before we moved over 
to Hatfield Heath to be with you all.   I have moved here with my 
husband, Damien, and my son, William.   We are really looking 
forward to getting to know each community.   Please do introduce 
yourself and say Hello if you see me around.

I arrived just in time for the season of Harvest (which we celebrate 
between September and October) and am struck that there are 
two things that we focus on.   The first is thankfulness – for all that 
God provides us with, for the food we eat that provides nutrition 
and sustains us.   But the other focus is about sharing what we 
have with those around us who are maybe not so fortunate as we 
are.   Enabling all to experience God’s provision and help.

So as we go into November we can take those thoughts with us 
from Harvest and apply them to our community here in Great 
Hallingbury as we encourage others to share what we have with 
neighbours and friends in need.   

And, as we will shortly be coming in to the season of (dare I say 
it?) Christmas, known as the Season of Giving, let us find ways to 
be generous and kind to those around us in our community.   As 
Burt Bacharach, Rod Stewart and Dionne Warwick sang (amongst 
others):  



What the world needs now, is love sweet love, 
it’s the only thing that there’s just too little of, 
What the world needs now, is love sweet love, 
No, not just for some, but for everyone.

We know our world is in desperate need of repair and care and 
that there is so much hurt in many places, often because of greed, 
hate, fighting and unforgiveness.   We might not have solutions for 
further afield but we can make a difference on our own doorstep. 
A little kindness goes a long way.   Let’s see if Great Hallingbury 
can be known as a place where people care for each other.   It 
starts with me and it starts with you.
Many blessings.

Rev’d Sophie Weller



Great Hallingbury Anniversaries 
October and November                                                             

As recorded in local newspapers. Read all about it! 
100 years ago
Chelmsford Chronicle (10th October 1924)   The funeral recently 
took place in St Giles’ Church of Mrs Fanny Halls, aged 73, 
the widow of Mr George Halls, for forty years verger of Great 
Hallingbury. 
(George Halls married Fanny Rainbird on 4th November 1876 in St Giles’ 
Church. In 1921 George and Fanny were living in 126 Church End.   George 
was employed by Rev’d Alfred Deacon as a gardener at the Rectory.   He died 
on 16th November 1923.   A plaque in the church commemorates the 41 years 
during which he served the church faithfully as the verger).

95 years ago
Chelmsford Chronicle (15th November 1929)   Herbert Rogers of 
Howe Green Farm, Great Hallingbury, having been summoned to 
the Harlow Petty Sessions for allowing three heifers to stray on 
the highway, had written that the County Council had taken over 
some of his land and although they had promised to rebuild his 
hedges, they had not done so.   He was fined three shillings.

90 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (20th October 1934)   Last Friday 
evening the Bishop of Chelmsford instituted and the Archdeacon 
of Southend inducted the Rev’d David Buxton Barclay as Rector 
of Great Hallingbury.   There was a large congregation at the 
service.   After the service there was a reception in the Village 
Hall to welcome the new rector, his wife and family.
(Rev’d David Buxton Barclay served as Rector from 1934 to 1940.   He was 
the brother of Robert Leatham Barclay, who lived at Gaston House, Little 
Hallingbury for over thirty years).

90 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (3rd November 1934)   A three ton 
lorry, owned by Mr S Judd of Woodside Green, caught fire at Bedlars 
Green early last Friday morning.   Practically the whole of the cab 
was destroyed before the flames went out.



(Sydney Judd was the youngest son of Charles and Bessie Judd.   Charles 
married Bessie Ruse on 17th August 1903 in St Giles’ Church.   In the1911 census. 
Charles’ occupation was recorded as a shopkeeper and grocer.   In 1921 his 
occupation was a coal merchant.   The Judd family ran the village shop until 
1939.   It closed because of the onset of food rationing owing to the war.   In the 
publication: “Great Hallingbury: The Years of Change”, there is a photograph 
of the Judd’s shop in 1913 and 1927)

85 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (14th October 1939)   The funeral 
took place on Wednesday of the Rev’d Sydney Coleman, vicar 
of St Stephen’s, Battersea.   He was a brother of Mr Percy 
Coleman of Woodside Green Farm, Great Hallingbury, and 
spent his childhood and younger days at the farm which was 
then farmed by his father.   He had been vicar of St Stephen’s 
for three years.   The service at St Stephen’s was followed by 
burial at Great Hallingbury, his home for twenty-five years.                                                                                                            
An article in the Parish Magazine of St Stephen’s stated that, since 
the start of the war, Rev’d Sydney Coleman had spent many hours 
tracing evacuated children from the parish and writing to them. 
He had visited many of the children.

85 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (21st October 1939)   A letter to the 
editor from M W Ashby, Senior ARP Warden for Great Hallingbury, 
made it very clear that, despite many local reports suggesting that 
air raid wardens are paid for their services, no air raid wardens 
in Great Hallingbury are receiving any remuneration whatever. 
Their work is entirely free and voluntary.   It is only fair that 
these facts should be made public.                                                          

80 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (18th November 1944)   Great 
Hallingbury Women’s Institute held a Social Evening last Wednesday 
in aid of a fund for Service Men’s Christmas Parcels.   Upwards of 
£35 was raised.                                                              

70 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (12th November 1954)   Two money-
making campaigns organised by Great Hallingbury Women’s 



Institute had resulted in the purchase of a pair of stage curtains, 
stated Mrs Whibley, Secretary, in her annual report.   They had had 
a very successful year with several outings and a wide range of 
lectures.   There had been some original competitions and amusing 
social half-hours.                                                                
65 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (16th October 1959)   At the 
Hut, Beldams Lane, on Sunday afternoon the annual Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service was held when the Sunday School was 
thrown open to the adults.   A flannel graph was given by Geoffrey 
Turton. In the evening a further service was conducted by Rev’d 
C P Turton, Rector of Great Hallingbury.   The harvest gifts were 
later distributed among the sick and elderly in the neighbourhood.
65 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (13th November 1959)   Hatfield 
Heath and District British Legion held their Remembrance Day 
Service in St Giles’ Church, Great Hallingbury.   The Parade, headed 
by Bishop’s Stortford and District Band, consisted of the British 
Legion, the Women’s Section, Sheering Women’s Section, Boy 
Scouts from Hallingbury and Sheering, Girl Guides from Hatfield 
Heath and Hallingbury and Wolf Cubs and Brownies from Hatfield 
Heath. Rev’d C P Turton, Rector of Great Hallingbury, conducted 
the service.
(Rev’d Charles Percy Turton served as Rector from 1954 to 1960). 
60 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (23rd October 1964)   A former Great 
Hallingbury man, who is now a sergeant in the Cheshire Police, was 
commended on Friday by the Chief Constable of Cheshire for his 
courage in climbing the 60 foot gasometer in Northwich and rescuing 
a drunken man from the top.   He is Sergeant Frank Argent, son of 
Mr Stanley Argent of School Cottage, Great Hallingbury.   Mr Argent 
senior has lived in Great Hallingbury for forty years and is a verger 
at St Giles’ Church.
50 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (8th November 1974)   As part of 



the centenary celebrations of the restoration of St Giles’ Church 
in 1874, children between the ages of four and fourteen are to be 
presented with a modern edition of the New Testament at the Carol 
Service on 22nd December.   Sixty copies will be presented, a gift 
from a friend of the parish.
Churches have been badly hit by the increased cost of heating oil. 
St Giles’ Church, which is only heated at weekends, uses at least 
500 gallons of oil every six weeks at a cost of £100.   The Rector, 
in the Parish Magazine, is appealing for increased contributions to 
church expenses.
50 years ago
The Herts and Essex Observer (15th November 
1974)   Plans for an industrial estate at Start 
Hill were strongly opposed by members of 
the Great Hallingbury Parish Council at their 
meeting last Monday. J A Elliot Ltd has applied 
to develop land adjacent to their present site 
as an industrial estate.   Mr James McGowan, 
Chairman of the Parish Council, said that 
People come to the village to buy a house, not 
to have a factory built behind them.  
Under the heading Big Cuts in Essex School Building Programme, it 
was reported that the provision of a relocatable classroom at Great 
Hallingbury Primary School will not be started.
The Hatfield Heath and District Branch of the Royal British Legion 
held its Remembrance Day Service this year in St Giles’ Church, 
Great Hallingbury.   The church was filled to capacity.   Rev’d Colin 
Smith conducted the service.   The Bishop’s Stortford Town Band 
provided the music for the hymns.   The collection was given to the 
Earl Haig Poppy Fund.                                                  
(Rev’d Colin Sambrook Smith served as Rector from 1967 to 1978). 

Philip Hays

James McGowan



Hallingbury Ladies

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ARRANGING 
Demonstration with Ann 

Friday, 
29th November, 2024

1.30 for 2 pm

with afternoon tea and a 
raffle in Great Hallingbury 

Village Hall

Tickets £10 Contact 

01279 



Great Hallingbury History Society 

By 

Meetings are held in the Village Hall at 8pm 

Entrance Fee Including Refreshments: 
£3.00 for Members           Membership £10 pa 
£5.00 for Non-members 

Everyone is welcome, so do join us! 

Wednesday th 2024



PARISH DIARY   -   November 2024

4 Great Hallingbury Parish Council meeting - Village Hall 
at 8 pm

11 Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning - Howe Green House 
School 9.15 am to 11.15 am

8 History Society - Norfolk Wherries - Great Hallingbury 
Village Hall at 8 pm

16 Library Van - Bedlars Green 3 pm - 3.30 pm
                     Woodside Green 3.40 pm - 4.10 pm

27 Hallingbury Ladies - Christmas Surprise - Village Hall at 
7.30 pm

29 Hallingbury Ladies - Flower Arranging Afternoon Tea - 
Village Hall 1.30 for 2 pm

30 Village Hall Christmas Tree Lights Celebration at 6.30 
pm     -     followed by Social Evening  (bring your own 
drinks and nibbles)

Future Events
4 Dec Library Van - Bedlars Green 3 pm - 3.30 pm

                     Woodside Green 3.40 pm - 4.10 pm
7 Dec Village Hall Quiz Night at 7 for 7.30 pm

Contact Sally Stuebler about a table
28 
Dec

Library Van - Bedlars Green 3 pm - 3.30 pm
                     Woodside Green 3.40 pm - 4.10 pm

30 
Jan - 
1 Feb

Little Hallingbury Panto - Cinderella - Little Hallingbury 
Village Hall  (see inside front cover for details)



Some Useful Addresses
Priest-in-Charge
Rev’d Sophie Weller, The Vicarage, Hatfield Heath

Licensed Lay Minister
Mrs. Caroline Harding, Shouldersticks, Latchmore Bank, 
Little Hallingbury CM22 7PJ	  Tel:  503947

Six Villages Administrator
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays: 10 am to 1 pm.	   Tel: 07394 260978
Messages are checked daily	     Email:  administrator@thesixvillages.org

Churchwardens	
                      Vacancy

St. Giles’ Parish News	
Publisher:  Mrs. Heather Hays, 3 Haycroft, Bishop’s Stortford 
CM23 5JL                                                                              Tel:  651851
Printer:  Mrs. Christine Coultrup, Pantiles, Bedlars Green,      Tel:  655144
Great Hallingbury, CM22 7TL                      Email:  cj@coultruponline.com

Great Hallingbury Village Hall	
Bookings:                                                                       Tel:  07544 921459
                                                            Email:   gthallvillagehall@gmail.com	
Caretaker and Key Holder:                                                     Tel:  651757

Great Hallingbury Parish Council	
Chairman:  Mr. Alan Townsend, 7 The Grove, Great 
Hallingbury, CM22 7TT                                                          Tel:  465790
Clerk:  Mrs Urška Sydee, 48 The Forest,                          Tel: 07432 297142
Hatfield Broad Oak, CM22 7BT       Email:  greathallingburypc@outlook.com

Hallingbury Ladies  (HALS)
Secretary:  Mrs Gill Sewell, Street Farmhouse, The Street     
Great Hallingbury, CM22 7TR                                                Tel:  504990	

Poppy Appeal Coordinator
Mrs Gill Sewell, Street Farmhouse, The Street     
Great Hallingbury, CM22 7TR                                                Tel:  504990	

Please continue to send your contributions for the magazine to Mrs. 
Christine Coultrup, Pantiles, Bedlars Green, Great Hallingbury or 
email to cj@coultruponline.com before the 20th of month previous 
to publication

Published by Mrs H Hays
Printed by C J Coultrup
e&oe 
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