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Great Hallingbury 
Village Hall Committee
Funds received this evening will go 
to a Dementia Charity

QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 15th March 2025

Great Hallingbury Village Hall     
7 pm for 7.30 pm

GOOD PRIZES AND RAFFLE
£5 per person at the door - tables of 6 or 8

Reservation essential - contact Sally on 01279 658751

Bring your own food and drink



The Calendar   -   January 2025

 5 EPIPHANY

 9 am St Giles’, Great Hallingbury
St John, Bush End

Holy Communion
Matins (1662)

11 am Holy Trinity, Hatfield Heath
St Mary, Sheering

Holy Communion
Morning Worship

 6 pm St Mary, Hatfield Bd Oak Holy Communion

12 BAPTISM OF CHRIST

  9 am St John, Bush End Holy Communion 
1662

11 am St Mary, Sheering Holy Communion 

 6 pm St Mary, Little Hallingbury Café Church

19 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

 9 am St Giles’, Great Hallingbury Holy Communion

11 am St. Mary, Hatfield Bd Oak
St Mary, Sheering

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship

6.30 
pm Holy Trinity, Hatfield Heath Evensong (1662) 

26 Epiphany 3

 9 am St John, Bush End Holy Communion 
(1662)

11 am St Mary, Little Hallingbury
St Mary, Sheering

Holy Communion
Morning Worship

 6 pm St Mary, Sheering Café Church



Great Hallingbury                                                                                                 
Parish News                                                                                                 
Subscription 2025
A very sincere thank you to all our Parish 
Magazine Readers and distributors.

We do hope that you have continued to enjoy reading the St Giles’ 
Parish Magazine during 2024 and found it to be a worthwhile 
publication.   We would really appreciate any feedback relating 
to the Parish Magazine, including ideas to improve the content. 
Any contributions to the magazine would also be most welcome.

On behalf of St Giles’ PCC we send our sincere and grateful 
thanks to those parishioners who help with the publication 
and distribution of the Parish Magazine.
	

IT IS NOW TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2025.

It is intended to continue to publish the magazine each month this 
year (except for a joint copy in July and August).
Christine Coultrup is very happy to continue to publish the magazine 
and Jan Baldwin is very happy to help deliver the magazine to our 
distributors.

The subscription for the 2025 Magazine is £5 for the year.                                                     
Please give your subscription to the person who delivers 
your Parish Magazine or send your payment to: Philip and 
Heather Hays, 3 Haycroft, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts. CM23 5JL.                                                                                                           
Cheques should be made payable to Great Hallingbury PCC. 

May we wish you a Happy and Healthy and Peaceful New Year.
Heather and Philip Hays



The Apostles of Jesus
While  Jesus  had many followers, the Twelve  Apostles were his 
closest disciples and they left an indelible mark on the early Christian 
church.   Personally chosen by Christ himself, the apostles spent 
three years with Jesus, learning from him and helping him carry out 
his mission.   Jesus saw potential in each of the apostles, regardless 
of their backgrounds or occupations.   He called them to be fishers 
of men and future missionaries to the world. 
After the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, they spread his 
message and the concept that he was the son of God, founding 
the early Christian church.    They faced persecution from those 
who did not accept their new religion.   Most of the apostles were 
martyred for their faith.  
Many people will be able to name some of Jesus’ apostles, but it is 
very difficult to recall the names of all twelve. 
The twelve apostles were: 

Peter:   Jesus gave Simon the new name of Peter.   (He is •	
remembered on 29th June).  
Andrew:   The first apostle named in the Gospel of John and •	
originally a disciple of John the Baptist.   He was the brother of 
Peter.   (He is remembered on 30th November).
James (son of Zebedee):  One of the fishermen called by Jesus. •	
(He is remembered on 25th July). 
John:  Traditionally believed to be the author of the Gospel of •	
John and the book of Revelation.   The brother of James.   (He 
is remembered on 27th December).
Philip:  One of the first disciples to follow Jesus.   He encouraged •	
others to do the same.   (He is remembered on 1st May).
Bartholomew:   Most scholars today identify Bartholomew •	
as Nathanael, who appears in the Gospel of John.   (He is 
remembered on 24th August). 
Thomas:  His nickname is •	 Doubting Thomas.   (He is remembered 
on 3rd July). 
Matthew:   a tax collector.    (He is remembered on 21•	 st 
September).



James (son of Alphaeus):  One of the fishermen called by Jesus. •	
(He is remembered on 1st May). 
Thaddeus:  One of the 12 disciples.   (He is remembered on 28•	 th 
October)
Simon (the Zealot):  His name suggests that he was a member of •	
the Zealot movement, a political faction that advocated Jewish 
independence from Roman rule.   (He also is remembered on 
28th October).
Judas:  One of the 12 disciples.   He betrayed Jesus to the chief •	
priests for thirty pieces of silver. 

We don’t know much about many of the apostles but it is at least 
clear that they were a mixed bunch.   The gospel writers are not 
shy about their faults but it seems fair to assume that, for the most 
part, they rubbed along together. 
It may seem strange that Jesus’ merry band included both Matthew 
the tax collector and Simon the Zealot.   The brief descriptions we 
are given after their names suggest that they came from completely 
different ends of the political spectrum.   Matthew worked with the 

In this painting of the Last Supper, created on wood by Ugolino da Siena, c. 
1325-1330, Judas Iscariot (seated at front left) is the only apostle without a halo.



occupying Roman forces while Simon worked (or at least wished) 
to overthrow their rule.   It seems that Jesus welcomed difference, 
and created from it a community.
During the course of the year it is intended to focus on each of 
these apostles, as close as we can to the month in which they are 
remembered in the Church of England.   We will also focus on the 
Four Evangelists, authors of the Four Gospels in the New Testament: 
Matthew (also an apostle), Mark (remembered on 25th April), Luke 
(remembered on 18th October) and John (also an apostle).

Heather and Philip Hays

The Rainbow Club
is a club for people living 

on their own in the Hallingburys.  
It meets on the last Friday of the month.

Our next meeting will be on                                           
31st January 2025 at the 

Cock Inn, Sheering at 12.30 pm 
For further information and to book, 

please contact Amanda 
(Tel: 01279 504669).



St. Giles’ Church 100 Club
December 2024

The draw took place on 31st December

The winners were:

No. 57		  Susan Johnston		  £30.00

No. 107		  Doreen Fleckney		  £20.00

No. 54		  Angela Allsop			   £17.50
The prize money is 50% of the membership fees taken in December.   

The remaining 50% will be used to help maintain the fabric of our 
beautiful and historic village church.

We had 135 tickets in the 100 Club Draw for 
December.

Thank you for your support.

If you are interested in joining The 100 Club, please contact 
Heather Hays or Philip Hays for further details.

Tel:  01279 651851   e-mail:   philipandheatherhays@googlemail.com



Edward Bear Club,                                                                                 
a baby / toddler group, will re-start                                                            

for the Spring Term on 7th January 2025
 

                                                                         

It meets on Tuesdays in term time                                                             
in St. Mary’s Church, Little Hallingbury                                                 

from 10 am to 11.30 am.
Nursery rhyme time, stories and craft corner.
Most importantly, this is a time for children to 

play together and for parents and carers to enjoy 
a cuppa and a chat.

We are a friendly welcoming bunch,                                                                            
so please come along and join us.

There is no charge, although any contributions                                           
to the church collection would be very welcome.



Church Letter   -   January 2025

Dear All,
Happy New Year!  
I don’t know about you, but I feel a bit sad once Christmas 
day has been and gone.   All the excitement and anticipation 
of waiting for the big day and then there is this sort of 
slump just after Christmas where – not a lot – happens, 
and you are either filled with relief that you haven’t got 
to do it all again for another year or you think, like Roy 
Wood, I wish it could be Christmas every day.
I think that if we ended up celebrating Christmas every 
day of the year, not only would we be feeling sprouted 
out, but it would somehow lose its excitement and would 
not feel as special.
But it’s not just about the celebrations and the lights and 
tinsel – there is more to Christmas than that.   For those 
of us that can’t wait for 25th December 2025, I have some 
good news for you because - the good news is – Jesus is 
for life, not just for Christmas.   We seem to have got into 
the habit of thinking that we can only ask him to be near 
to us when we are singing ‘Away in a manger’, Be near 
me LORD Jesus, I ask thee to stay, close by me forever and 
love me I pray, but that somehow, like Santa, he is only 
available to meet with us on the lead up to and on the 
day of Christmas… but the rest of the time – he has better 
things to do, places to go, people to see!
The truth is that he came to the Earth to be close to us and 
his whole reason for coming was that he had a mission to 



accomplish – that we would be able to remain close to him 
forever, through his death on the cross and resurrection – 
the gift of himself, given completely for our sakes, so that 
nothing could separate us from his love.   All traces of our 
imperfections and wrongdoings washed away and covered 
by his life given for us.   A new slate, a fresh beginning, 
his perfect life given in place of our not so perfect lives, 
so that we might find new life in him. 
The chance to live with him in charge of our lives instead of 
ourselves, so that through spending time with him, through 
reading his words in the bible, through inviting him to be 
with us day by day, every day, we might understand what 
it really means for us to be God’s friends, his children who 
are loved by him…   God doesn’t pick us up and put us 
down as the mood takes him – his love and his presence 
are constant, as the song says, The steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end, they 
are new every morning, new every morning, great is thy 
faithfulness O LORD, Great is thy Faithfulness.
The Bible tells us that God will never leave us or forsake 
us – he is there, day, by day, by day.   How do we find 
that ongoing love for ourselves – well, we continue to 
invite him in to our lives, we continue to put ourselves in 
his way – whether in prayer or in reading scripture or in 
going to church, by asking him for his help and his love 
and his guidance day by day, to ask him to shape us and 
transform us….   That’s how we get to experience Christmas 
every day – Christ abiding with us – making his home in 
our lives.

Rev. Sophie Weller



 

 

Presents 
Our 40th Production 

 

Cinderella 
 

Little Hallingbury Village Hall  
Thursday 30th January – 7.30pm 

Friday 31st January – 7.30pm 
Saturday 1st February – 2.00pm 
Saturday 1st February – 7.30pm 

 
£10 / £8 concessions 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Office: 
thelittleboxoffice.com/ 

hallingburypanto 
 



United Benefice 
Carol Service
It was a joy to be able to hold the United 
Benefice Carol Service in St. Giles’ Church 
on 22nd December. The church had been 
decorated with lights and baubles on the 
Christmas Tree and the Advent Candle Ring 
on a table near the pulpit.   Nativity figures, 
telling the story of the first Christmas, were 
displayed on the steps leading to the chancel.

The choir was very ably led by Chris Harding who accompanied the 
singing of the carols on the church organ.   The choir itself sang 
four carols: Adam lay ybounden; People look East; The Angel Gabriel 
and In the Bleak Midwinter.   We were treated to two delightful 
solos from members of the choir.   Gillian Thompson sang two solo 
verses from In the Bleak Midwinter.   Alice Dearing, the niece of 
Russell Robinson, sang The Candlelight Carol, the words and music 
composed by John Rutter.

Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm and all is bright 
Angels are singing; the Christ child is born

The congregation, which was much larger than in the previous year, 
joined in singing several traditional carols, including O little town 
of Bethlehem, Away in a manger, The First Nowell, As with gladness 
men of old, O come all ye faithful and Hark the herald angels sing.

The nine lessons were read by church members from St Giles’ 
Church, Great Hallingbury, and from St Mary’s, Little Hallingbury. 
Caroline Harding, our Licensed Lay Minister, led the service and also 
preached the sermon.

Heather and Philip Hays



Great Hallingbury 
January Anniversary                                                             

As recorded in a local and national newspaper. 
Read all about it! 

150 years ago   
Chelmsford Chronicle: 1st January 1875:   On 23rd December 
Hallingbury Church was re-opened after having been handsomely 
restored, nay almost rebuilt and enlarged, at an expense exceeding 
£6,000.   The whole of the cost was defrayed by Mr John Archer-
Houblon with the exception of about £600 devoted to the 
rebuilding of the chancel.   Of this sum, £235 was the gift of the 
rector (Revd. Henry Murray Oswald) and the remainder was raised 
by him, principally from his own family and from members of the 
Houblon family.   The parishioners, aided by various friends in the 
neighbourhood, have already subscribed more than £300 towards 
the organ, a very fine instrument built by Foster and Andrews of 
Hull, the total cost of which will exceed £500.
The following special gifts have also been made:

Pulpit and communion plate from the tenants in Lincolnshire ♦♦
of Mr J Archer-Houblon
The font:  Miss Houblon♦♦
The lectern:  Messrs. Whyman and J Sworder♦♦
Fald stool:  Revd. H F Johnson.  (♦♦ (Vicar of High Wych)
Credence Table:  Mr and Mrs James Hornsby of Grantham♦♦
Altar Linen:  Mrs Archer-Houblon♦♦
Altar Candlesticks:  Mrs H M Oswald♦♦
Alms Dish:  Revd. G.F. and Mrs F Browne♦♦
Alms Bags:  Mrs Archer-Houblon♦♦
Altar Desk:  Miss Stewart Richardson♦♦
Bible, Prayer Book and Office Books:  Mr W Thompson of ♦♦

	 Grantham
Pulpit Desk:  Mr G E Pritchett♦♦
Flower Vase:  Mrs Archer-Houblon.♦♦

Three special services were held on 23rd December:  at 8.30 am, when 



Holy Communion was celebrated, at 11.30 am when the church was 
thronged with a large and interested congregation and at 3 pm when 
there was also a goodly congregation.   The services were partly 
choral.   Mr Oakley, brother of Professor Oakley, presided most 
ably at the organ and the choir were from All Saints, Cambridge. 
Twenty clergy were present to support the Bishop of Rochester (who 
conducted the 11.30 am service).   One of the clergymen present 
was Revd. Francis William Rhodes, the father of Cecil Rhodes.   The 
Bishop took his text for the sermon from Exodus, chapter 25, verse 
8: Let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.
Between the two services a repast was served in the school room for 
a large party, numbering upwards of 120, who had been invited by 
Mr Houblon to partake of luncheon.   The viands and wines were of 
the choicest description, the whole being supplied from Hallingbury 
Place.   Mr Houblon occupied the chair, supported by the bishop.
150 years ago 
The Illustrated London News: 2nd January 1875;  reported that the 
church of Great Hallingbury has been restored and, indeed, almost 
rebuilt by the munificence of Mr John Archer-Houblon.   The Guardian 
says that it is now a very favourable specimen of a small parish in 
the Early English style, 73 feet long by 19 feet wide.   Throughout the 
church the carving is marked with great taste and beauty.
(Miss Houblon, who kindly donated the font, was Harriet Archer-Houblon, 
the youngest sister of John Archer-Houblon.                                                                                                                  
The organ was built to the design of Professor Oakley, at that time Professor 
of Music at Edinburgh University.   At the opening services it was played by 
his brother, a local resident.                                                                                                     
George Edward Pritchett, who donated the pulpit desk, was the architect 
employed by John Archer Houblon and the son of the rector of Little 
Hallingbury.   He restored and rebuilt many churches in Essex and the 
adjacent counties.)

Further information about these events 150 years ago can be found 
in the publication St Giles’, produced by the Great Hallingbury Local 
History Society.



Great Hallingbury Village Hall

Pop Up Café
Enjoy a coffee or tea and meet 

friends and neighbours for a chat
Saturdays 

4th January/8th February
10 am till noon

Social Evenings
Informal social evenings to spend 
time with friends or meet your 

fellow Great Hallingbury residents.
Bring your own drinks and snacks 

No charge

Saturdays
11 January / 8th February

from 7 pm
Please contact Lee Cox on 07544 921459 for any further information

Enjoy your Village Hall



St. Giles’ Church 
100 Club in 2025
Following the success of The 100 Club 
in 2024, we are hoping that our present 
members will renew their subscriptions for 
2025.

In 2024 £810 was given out in prize money and
£810 was given to St. Giles’ Church.

Congratulations to everyone who won a prize in 2024.
A sincere thank you to everyone who supported The 

100 Club in 2024.

WE DO HOPE THAT ALL OUR MEMBERS RENEW THEIR 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2025. 

£12 a year will buy one membership number,
 which will enter you into a monthly draw. 

You may of course have more than one membership ticket.

To renew your membership to The 100 Club, or 
to join The 100 Club for the first time, please 
send your £12 to Heather and Philip Hays,                                                                       
3 Haycroft, Bishop’s Stortford, CM 23 5JL.

Cheques should be made payable to 
Great Hallingbury PCC.  

If you wish to pay online, please contact us for the church 
bank details:  Tel: 01279 651851  

On behalf of St. Giles’ Church,
thank you for your continued interest and support. 

KEEP SAFE AND WELL
HEATHER AND PHILIP HAYS



PARISH DIARY   -   January 2025

4 Pop Up Cafe - Great Hallingbury Village Hall 10 am till 
12 noon

6 Great Hallingbury Parish Council meeting - Village Hall 
at 8 pm

7 District Councillors’ Surgery - Village Hall 2 - 4 pm
8 History Society - Archaeology at Stansted - Great 

Hallingbury Village Hall at 8 pm
11 Village Hall Social Evening from 7 pm  (no charge) (see 

page 14 for details)
18 Library Van - Hop Poles, Bedlars Green 1.45 - 2.15 pm
22 Hallingbury Ladies - New Year Meeting
30, 31 
1 Feb

Little Hallingbury Panto - Cinderella - Little Hallingbury 
Village Hall  (see page 10 for details)

Future Events
4 Feb District Councillors’ Surgery - Village Hall 2 - 4 pm
8 Feb Pop Up Cafe - Great Hallingbury Village Hall 10 am till 

12 noon
8 Feb Village Hall Social Evening from 7 pm  (no charge) (see 

page 14 for details)
12 
Feb

History Society - Hatfield Heath POW Camp - Great 
Hallingbury Village Hall at 8 pm

26 
Feb

Hallingbury Ladies’ meeting - Great Hallingbury Village 
Hall at 7.30 pm

15 
Mar

Charity Quiz - Great Hallingbury Village Hall 7 for 7.30 
pm



Some Useful Addresses
Priest-in-Charge
Rev’d Sophie Weller
Contact via
Six Villages Administrator
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays: 10 am to 1 pm.	   Tel: 07394 260978
Messages are checked daily	     Email:  administrator@thesixvillages.org

Licensed Lay Minister
Mrs. Caroline Harding, Shouldersticks, Latchmore Bank, 
Little Hallingbury CM22 7PJ	  Tel:  503947

Churchwardens	
                      Vacancy

St. Giles’ Parish News	
Publisher:  Mrs. Heather Hays, 3 Haycroft, Bishop’s Stortford 
CM23 5JL                                                                              Tel:  651851
Printer:  Mrs. Christine Coultrup, Pantiles, Bedlars Green,      Tel:  655144
Great Hallingbury, CM22 7TL                      Email:  cj@coultruponline.com

Great Hallingbury Village Hall	
Bookings:                                                                       Tel:  07544 921459
                                                            Email:   gthallvillagehall@gmail.com	
Caretaker and Key Holder:                                                     Tel:  651757

Great Hallingbury Parish Council	
Chairman:  Mr. Alan Townsend, 7 The Grove, Great 
Hallingbury, CM22 7TT                                                          Tel:  465790
Clerk:  Mrs Urška Sydee, 48 The Forest,                          Tel: 07432 297142
Hatfield Broad Oak, CM22 7BT       Email:  greathallingburypc@outlook.com

Hallingbury Ladies  (HALS)
Secretary:  Mrs Gill Sewell, Street Farmhouse, The Street     
Great Hallingbury, CM22 7TR                                                Tel:  504990	

Great Hallingbury History Society
Secretary:  Mrs Claire Layer                      Email:  gthallhistory@gmail.com

Poppy Appeal Coordinator
Mrs Gill Sewell, Street Farmhouse, The Street     
Great Hallingbury, CM22 7TR                                                Tel:  504990	

Please continue to send your contributions for the magazine to Mrs. 
Christine Coultrup, Pantiles, Bedlars Green, Great Hallingbury or 
email to cj@coultruponline.com before the 20th of month previous 
to publication



Great Hallingbury History Society 

Archaeology at Stansted 

By Richard Havis 

Meetings are held in the Village Hall at 8pm 
 
Entrance Fee Including Refreshments: 
£3.00 for Members                                                         Membership £10 pa 
£5.00 for Non-members 
 

Everyone is welcome, so do join us! 

Wednesday 8th January 2025 
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