Addendum to Diocese of Chelmsford Churchyard Handbook

Additional rules set by the PCC of St. Mary the Virgin Church, Hatfield Broad Oak

These additional rules have been agreed by the PCC of St. Mary the Virgin Church, Hatfield
Broad Oak and should be adhered to at all times.

In order to avoid any upset or distress, please ensure you check the rules in the Diocese
Churchyard Handbook and the additional rules in this Addendum. If in any doubt, please always
ask the Incumbent or Churchwardens.

Items placed on or around Burial Graves or Ashes Tablets

Reference 3.2 - Although there are legal rights in relation to burial and interment (as per
paragraph 2.5) they confer no right of ownership of the soil in which the burial or interment
has taken place. This means that neither you nor anyone else is permitted to place items
on a grave without permission. Anything which is placed in the churchyard without
permission is technically a trespass and you can be asked to remove the item or items in
question. You must therefore be very careful to ensure that you have obtained permission
to place any kind of memorial or other item in the churchyard before you order it or bring it
into the churchyard.

Planting of shrubs, bushes, trees or other planting on a grave or around a grave, other than
that agreed by the PCC as part of the general churchyard planting, is strictly forbidden.

FAQs

1. Canluse artificial flowers? — No, only fresh flowers or stems cut from shrubs or
bushes are permitted and these must not have any plastic or other non-biodegradable
packaging. When flowers have died/become dirty or discoloured they should be
removed. Special concessions are Poppies/Poppy Wreaths at remembrance for the
limited period of National Remembrance, Christmas Wreaths for the period of
Christmas and Wreaths at an anniversary of the death of the deceased for up to 2
weeks. All items will be removed at the end of the periods stated.

2. Canlplanttrees and shrubs? — No. Only bulbs or annual flowers may be planted as
these can be mown over once flowering is finished. No trees, shrubs or miniature
conifers are permitted. No responsibility can be accepted for any damage to these
either by mowing or if damaged by wild animals.

3. Vases and ornaments — no glass vases, jam jars or ornaments of any kind should be left
on graves. They are easily broken and may present a danger to volunteers maintaining
the churchyard and to other visitors including wild animals. Plastic vases are not
allowed for both aesthetic reasons and they can also be hazardous to wildlife. Some
graves may have special flower vases, but permission will have been granted for these
previous to the current ruling. If you wish to consider this, please contact the church
administrator in the first instance.



4. Lights and Lanterns (including solar lights and tea lights) — these are not allowed and
will be removed.

5. Grave surrounds and Chippings — these are forbidden. They are dangerous for our
volunteers operating lawnmowers and strimmers and cause difficulty with
maintenance.

IMPORTANT NOTES

When arranging for family members to be buried or ashes interred in the churchyard and
gardens of remembrance, you are agreeing to abide by the Diocesan and PCC regulations in the
Churchyard Handbook and this addendum.

The regulations describe the types of memorials which are permitted and the materials which
may be used. This document contains additional details, so please ensure you look at the FAQs
for clarity.

If you have any questions or need further clarification, please contact the church administrator.
administrator@thesixvillages.org
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